MEDICINE

^ Birrell pretended not to be disappointed. He
didn't want to give himself and his liking for the nurse
away. After a moment he changed the subject.

" It's a wonder he didn't call it the Reformation."

" He didn't want to hurt the feelings of some of the
class. That by bringing up a controversial and
religious subject. He wanted to stick solely to the
moral side and avoid pathology."

" Pathology ?"

" Luther had a discharging ear and he suffered
from subjective noises, one of which he thought was
the voice of the Devil. Hence the Reformation.
Now anything founded on a pathological condition
needs itself to be reformed."

" Reform the Reformation ?"

" What is it but a subjective noise ?"

" Sorry !" I said, seeing the effect of my remark
on my Protestant friend, who looked aggrieved and
pained, pained when he thought that the Freedom
of Conscience, for which his forebears had fought so
manfully and had given the dullest martyrs to the
Church, that the " still small voice of conscience "
appeared to me to be nothing more than a " subjective
noise."

##-###

Sir William, and not Sir Thomas, was in the ward
when Sindbad's aneurysm burst. His assistant, seeing
the dripping bed, exclaimed, " God help us !"

Sir William said, " Before calling in your unqualified
assistant, will you kindly proceed professionally and
attend to haemostasia ?" Sir William was a precise
man.

But the sailor had sailed afar into the Arctic night.

249